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Graduate
student
provides
foreign aid

International
students
need
identification
By Jonathan Finch
Jenny Fu, an international
student from China at USD, was on
her way to the Colorado River when
she was stopped and told to return to
San Diego by a border patrol agent.
Fu was traveling to the southern part
of the Colorado River for a weekend
paddling trip with her outdoor
leadership class. She left the USD
campus at approximately 5 p.m. on
Friday, April 20 and was stopped a
few hours later at an internal border
patrol checkpoint.
As the shuttle van approached
the checkpoint nobody seemed to
show signs of worry.
"I was very much surprised
when the police stopped us at the
checkpoint," Fu said.
At the checkpoint a border patrol
agent asked Eddie Navarro, a USD
student and Outdoor Adventures
guide, if everyone in the van was a
U.S. resident. Eddie told the agent
that there was an international student
from China onboard.
"When Eddie told the [border
patrol agents] that there was an
international student in the car, I was
very nervous," Fu said. "The police
that stopped us was obviously the
most serious person I have ever seen
in my life."
Once the agent discovered thatFu
did not have her paperwork, he told
the van to turn around. The van was
ushered into a secondary inspection
area so that it could turn around and
head back towards San Diego. Instead
of starting on the three-hour drive
back to San Diego, Navarro decided
to pull off to the side of the road and
wait for his supervisor, Mark Ceder.
Ceder was driving a second van of
students to the Colorado River when
he received phone call informing him
about the incident.
"I was surprised when I received
the call," Ceder said. "We have
never been stopped by border patrol
before."
Jim Kinney, a freshman at USD,
even said that there were a few
lighthearted and humorous plans
being considered to sneak Fu through
the checkpoint. Freshman Dan Chou
even suggested that the group hide Fu
in one of the canoes.
Ceder realized that the only
option was for him to take Jenny in his
van and try to reason with the boarder
patrol agent. The agent, however, did
not change his mind.
"[The agent] told me that there
are two options for me," Fu said.
"Either I go back to San Diego and
get the passport, the 120,194 and all
that I needed or get detained. There
was no other way. Even though I had
my passport and 120 numbers, they
were no use."
Ceder and Fu drove back to San

See OUTDOOR, Page 2
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TOP:The Center for Peace and Commerce hosts the 2012 Social Innovation Challenge Awards. BOTTOM:The ceremony took place
behind the Joan B. Kroc Institue for Peace and Justice, in the Garden of the Sea.

Social innovators awarded
By Anne Brady
The Center for Peace and
Commerce, a collaboration between the
School of Business and the Joan B. Kroc
Institute for Peace and Justice, along
with the USD Changemaker Hub hosted
the 2012 Social Innovation Challenge
Awards. The event began with at 4 p.m.,
in the Garden of the Sea behind the IPJ.
At the reception, guests were invited to
learn about the nominees for this year's
awards through student-produced posters
and videos that were set up in the IPJ.
The ceremony began with words
from Patricia Marquez, faculty director
for the Center for Peace and Commerce.
"The Social Innovation Challenge
was developed by the Center for
Peace and Commerce to provide the
opportunity for students that are eager
to change the world, to create a better
world and to put their ideas into action,"
Marquez said.
Initially, the Social Innovation
Challenge was only opened to the SBA
and the IPJ. Last year, the first year that
this "challenge" was held, there were
approximately 20 applicants, with four
winners. This year, there were about 50
applicants, with 12 finalists from the
entire university. This year also saw a

funding increase from $15,000 to almost
$70,000
"Today we are all winners,"
Marquez said. "We are winners because
we are all in good hands. It's not just
about creativity and enthusiasm, because
it's easy to come up with ideas. It's also
having your feet on the ground. It's
having the heart to do the hard work.
If the students are doing this we have a
bright future and that's inspiring."
Students, professors, deans and
President Mary Lyons were seen
wearing capes at Friday's event. The
capes symbolized the imagination and
innovation needed to fulfill international
goals.
"If we are going to change the
world through innovation, through
entrepreneurship, one of the things we
think is important for all of us to keep in
mind is to remember back when we were
kids, when everything seemed possible,
no challenge was too big," Marquez
said. "Imagination had no limits, no
boundaries. The idea is being a part of
something bigger than oneself. Namely,
helping to come up with solutions for
those who are less fortunate."
Nadia Auch, executive director for
the Center for Peace and Commerce,
presented the evening's awards. Of the
12 team finalists, five proposals received

funding. The three proposals that were
awarded with the most money were Eat
Better Today, a mobile food truck that
provides healthy and affordable food
to the homeless, disabled and elderly,
received $10,000. Aiko and Egor, a
product that uses animation to help
teach imitation skills to children with
autism, received $7,000. Nutri-Fort,
which provides people of El Cercado,
Dominican Republic, a healthy and
high-calorie snack in an effort to fight
malnutrition, received $5,000.
Robert Schultz, founder of Finding
Refuge, an organization with teh mission
to combat child slavery, was recognized
as the 2012 Southern California
Entrepreneur for Social Change.
"With the 52 projects that we got to
see this year, it's a fantastic experience,"
Ned McMahon, founder and president
of Malama Composites Inc., a company
that makes fiberboard from plant waste
and natural fibpr reinforced plastics for
the automobile industry, said. "All 52
could be winners. Every one of the ideas
has great possibilities."
McMahon
encouraged
every
student that had worked on the projects
to persevere. He told them to keep
working, further develop business plans
and to take the next step and make their
businesses viable.

Although the disasters that struck
Haiti and Indonesia were broadcasted
throughout the entire world, relatively
few people had the opportunity to
assist in the rebuilding of the country,
economy and community life. Scott
Campbell, a senior at USD, was given
the opportunity to help with the relief
efforts in both countries through the
commitment of the Catholic Relief
Services.
Beginning by providing an
exposition of the earthquake that
struck Haiti at 4:53 p.m. on Jan.
12, 2010, Campbell explained the
necessary emergency measurements
taken to ensure safety for those who
survived. Campbell and the employees
of the CRS were able to serve over 10
million meals to over 900,000 Haitian
survivors. Approximately 230,000
deaths were caused by the earthquake
in Haiti, affecting almost the entire
country.
Campbell divided the emergency
response phases into three separate
and equally important stages, and
he discussed the first,
emergency
phase. In this stage, Campbell and
the CRS focused on immediate health
care, nursing for the wounded and
distributing food, water and temporary
shelters. Over 114,000 emergency
shelters were distributed in the form of
tarps. There were approximately 600
latrines and hand-washing facilities
established to prevent the spreading of
disease and infection. Throughout the
month, CRS alone provided 375,000
gallons of water.
,
Campbell was asked about how
future leaders were emerging from
this tragedy during the lecture.
"Those
that
were
more
democratic, inclusive and open
usually fared better," Campbell said.
Through the CRS' execution of the
program "Cash for Work," Campbell
said Haitians used a machine to crush
the rubble from the earthquake and
constructed it into cement blocks
that were later implemented in the
building of new, permanent homes.
In three simple phases, the rubble was
crushed, gravel was created and the
cement blocks were assembled.
"Haitians were able to assist in the
reconstruction while also receiving
the money needed to purchase other
essentials needed to restart their
lives with greater independence,"
Campbell said.
Over 1,000 emergency surgeries
were
performed
in
converted
operating rooms constructed from
the buildings that were not damaged
by the earthquake. There were over
70,000
outpatient
consultations
given in the courtyard of the hospital

See DISASTER, Page 2

"Phone for a life" talk
By Rashrni Chugani

Courtesy of Africa is a Country

John Prendergast, a guest lecturer and human rights activist working in Africa, visited campus during LIFE Week, April 23 to 27. He is
the co-founder of the Enough Project, an organization with a mission to end genocide.

John Prendergast, the co-founder
of the Enough Project, an initiative
to end genocide and crimes against
humanity, visited USD during L.I.F.E
Week from April 23 to 27.
During
the
Clinton
administration, Prendergast
was
involved with a number of peace
processes in Africa while he was
director of African Affairs at the
National Security Council and special
advisor at the Department of State.
John has also worked for members
of Congress, the United Nations,
humanitarian aid agencies and human
rights organizations.
Prendergast's lecture highlighted
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the human aspects of suffering that
are associated with manufacturing
the electronic devices that many hold
dear.
Prendergast pointed out that
these devices, including cell phones,
notebooks, mp3 players and other
electronics, are often marketed to the
general public as absolute necessities.
This marketing strategy is not
surprising, he said, considering how
tech-savvy modern society is.
However, what is not advertised
to the consumer is the rape, the
enslavement and the murder of people
that are involved in the creation of
these common devices.

See CONGO, Page 2
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NEWS
At least we're
not drinking
hand sanitizer

EDITOR
Nazin Sedehi

nsec/ehi@usdvistfi.'

Students encouraged to pressure tech companies
CONGO, continued from Front
Page

By Nazin Sedehi
It's the end of the semester, and
I think we're all feeling it now. The
feeling is exhaustion. Or, possibly, a
deep-seeded feeling of worry. You
either have your last exams to study
for or extra credit assignments that
you meant to get done months ago.
Procrastination is the result of
optimism, after all. I think if we were
all a bit down ourselves and imagined
that a paper would take us three weeks
to write, we would get started on it
immediately.
And beyond the sense of
optimism, the strength to stay focused
seems nonexistent (I made a list of
what I wanted to do over the summer
while I should have been studying
acid-base titrations last night).
I wish that I could summon some
sort of encouraging mantra within this
column to make it seem like these
next few weeks won't be that bad,
that all of the work and effort will all
be worth it "in the end." But I think
you can Google "inspiring quotes"
or something along those lines,
and those nuggets of advice will be
phrased much more eloquently than
anything I try to write. So instead,
I'm resorting to another, more potent,
psychological alternative to get you
all pumped for finals.
It's the method that makes
you feel better about yourself and
your life and all of the not-so-great
finals coming up by comparing your
situation with another one.
The "other" situation needs to be
worse by comparison, of course, and
needs to be ridiculous enough to make
you feel like the next Albert Einstein.
For instance, I may have a threehour class coming up in a little while
when I'd rather be taking a nap, but
I'm at least sane enough to not want to
try and get drunk off of hand sanitizer.
This seriously happened. And I really
do feel like a genius compared to the
people who have tried this.
Time reported that six Los
Angeles teenagers were admitted for
alcohol poisoning in two San Fernando
hospitals over the course of a couple
months. The alcohol poisoning was a
result of consuming cheap liquid hand
sanitizers. The cleansers apparently
contain 62 percent ethyl alcohol and
can make a 120-proof liquid. The
teens were then experiencing slurred
speech and burning sensations.
The Los Angeles Times stated
that some of these teens looked up
instructions from the Internet and
used salt to separate the alcohol from
the easily accessible sanitizer.
"All it takes is just a few swallows
and you have a drunk teenager,"
Cyrus Rangan, the director of the
toxicology bureau for the Los Angeles
county public health department and
a medical toxicology consultant for
Children's Hispital Los Angeles, told
the Los Angeles Times. "There is no
question that it is dangerous."
Writers of the Time article,
Alexandra Sifferlin and Heba Hasan,
said that while some health experts
are worried that this will become a
widespread phenomenon, younger
people have resorted to consuming all
sorts of different products in an effort
to get high.
Examples included cough syrup,
nutmeg, vanilla extract and the
i-dosing craze where teenagers wore
headphones and listened to droning
noises that were labeled "digital
drugs."
See? Don't you feel better about
yourself and your life already? It's
true that we get a later start to our
summer vacations compared to
friends at other institutions and we
don't get a "dead week," but at least
we're not getting high off of nutmeg
or vanilla extract.
And if your way of dealing
with the stress of finals
includes
watching too much television, eating
unnecessarily or being purposefully
unproductive, at least you're not
doing something that will lead to you
landing in the hospital due to alcohol
poisoning from hand sanitizer. Which,
in case you missed it, is a really good
thing.
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According
to
Prendergast,
militias in the Congo are fighting
for control over mines, particularly
to extract tin and gold. The militias
then proceed to sell these minerals
to American electronic companies,
including Microsoft and Apple. The
locals who work extracting the mines
often end up being trapped inside
an internal militia conflict in which
women are raped and children are
trafficked as sex slaves.
Prendergast
stressed
that
the American people have a
responsibility in the Congo given
that most companies buying from
the militias are based in the U.S. He
suggested that all Americans should
demand transparency in regards to
the origins of the metals used to
make these electronic devices and not
support the criminal practices of the
men that profit from the exploitation
of the weak and vulnerable.
In effect, corporations will not
alter their practices without public
pressure, Prendergast said. Raising
awareness is the first step to really
tackling an issue. This awareness is
often most effectively manifested in
the form revenue losses. The activist
ended his lecture by telling USD
students that this year, students' help
is more important than ever.
"You stood up for change in
the blood diamond trade and in the
apartheid era," Prendergast said. "It
is time to say enough to the war in
Congo."

Prendergast advised all students
to form a conflict-free initiative and
to then educate fellow peers. He
concluded by saying that having a
society educated upon the issues of
the Congolese war will lead to more
government action.

Junior Jorge Benavides was
particularly moved by Prendergast's
words.

"It is repulsive to think that
American corporations, that is to
say enterprises that originate from a
country based on the principles of' life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness,'
carry out business with entities that
clearly violate those inalienable
rights," Benavides said. "They fail
us not only by misrepresenting our
nation abroad but in a more general
sense they fail their fellow men by
allowing such practices to continue.
On the flip side, we as consumers are
helping propagate the problem by
buying into the craze of constantly
being up-to-date with the latest
products."
Senior Marissa Robles was
most impressed by John Prendergast
himself and the anecdotes that he told
about his efforts to form bonds with
the local African people during his
travels.
"John Prendergast is a very
inspiring person, not only in that he
cares, but has also made a difference,"
Robles said. "He has done what seems
impossible to most of us."
Prendergast gave several lectures
about issues affecting war-torn
African countries during his visit to
USD.

Outdoor Adventures trip stalled without ID
OUTDOOR, continued from Front
Page
Diego to retrieve her papers, planning
to meet the group at the Colorado River
the next day.
"I felt so depressed," Fu said.
"Mark, our Outdoor Leadership teacher,
told me it was okay and drove me back
for four hours. We finally got back
to San Diego at 1:30 a.m." Jenny and
Mark met up with the group again
around noon on Saturday.
Fu said that after the initial
complications with border patrol, the
rest of the trip went very smoothly.
"I feel that this was definitely a
very good lesson for me," Fu said. "We
should plan and prepare for emergency
issues well enough so that we know what
to do when they happen. I am extremely
thankful for Mark, our teacher. If it
wasn't for him, I wouldn't have been
able to make it back to San Diego and
get my documents...I would never have
made it back to float the Colorado."
For Ceder, this part of the trip was a
learning experience in having everyone
carry forms of identification.
"We learned that no matter
where we go, everybody needs have
appropriate identification," Ceder said.
"If we would have gotten stopped by
a police officer, it would've been the
same thing. You never know when
you'll be checked for ID. This is the
first time that we had a problem with it,
but we have to make sure that when we
have international students they have a
copy of their visa or passport or have
the real thing, even when we're staying
in California."
Ceder said that this experience has
made him more aware of border control
checkpoints.
"For us, this is another opportunity
to learn that we don't think of needing
identification when staying in the state,"
he said. "But you only go an hour east of
California, and there's a border control
checkpoint."

Photo courtesy
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uuiaoor Adventures

USD Outdoor Adventures held a trip to the Colorado River as a part of the outdoor leadership class. An international student from China, Jenny Fu, was turned away from a border
patrol checkpoint when she did not have her identification papers with her.

Campbell volunteers in post-disaster countries
NDONESIA

A

HAITI

PorhxiPrince
Hannah Murphy/The Vista

DISASTER, continued from Front
Page

complex, because over 80 percent
of the St. Francis de Sales Hospital was
destroyed.
"There is an enormous amount
of coordination conducted directly
between relief agencies in the field that
extends from their existing relationships
prior to the disaster," Campbell said.
The disaster that struck Indonesia
on Dec. 26,2004, was the service project
to which that Campbell devoted majority
of his time. He was one of the leading
liaisons for the planning, development,
and execution of the rebuilding of Aceh,
the city most devastated by the tsunami.
The tsunami hit Aceh about 20 minutes
after a magnitude 9.2 earthquake hit
off the coast. After showing clips of
the demolition caused by the massive
waves that flooded the city during the
lecture, Campbell detailed the various
reconstructive
and
developmental
efforts.
Kits that contained toothbrushes,
soap and food were handed out to the

surviving individuals. A total of 160,000
people were killed by this tragedy, while
almost all of the homes and buildings
in specific areas in Aceh were swept
away with the waves. The before
and after photos Campbell used from
Google Earth to illustrate this disaster
showed an entirely empty plot of land
after the tsunami passed through Aceh.
Campbell used the term subsidence,
which described the shifting of the
ground further down into the earth, to
describe the reason why certain villages
disappeared into the ocean.
Through the presentation, Campbell
encouraged members ol the USD
community to be driven and to make a
change in the world.
"It was really devastating to see the
clips shared through the presentation and
to see how others throughout the world
are dealing with these natural disasters,"
sophomore Taylor Cabalse said. "After
attending this event, I was inspired to
help in any way I can. Campbell showed
how much these efforts had helped both
countries, and it really made me consider
how I can help too.
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
April 25 - April 30

April 28, 2012

April 27, 2012

April 25, 2012

Location: MISSIONS A

Location: MAHER HALL

Location: JENNY CRAIG PAVILION
At 3:47 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft.
Upon investigation, an unknown suspect removed a university
camera which was left attended in the lobby on April 18
between 3 and 3:45 p.m.

At 10:47 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one student was
determined to be unable to care for herself and she was
transported to detox.

April 27, 2012

At 9:16 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of possible
marijuana use. Upon investigation, one non-student was
contacted for possession of marijuana and he was escorted
off campus.

•***•

Location: MAHER HALL

April 26, 2012
Location: SAN RAFAEL
At 1:08 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft.
Upon investigation, an unknown suspect removed a student's
secured bicycle between April 19 at 10 p.m. and April 26 at
12:45 p.m.

At 11:35 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of an April 29, 2012
intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one student was Location: UNIVERSITY CENTER N LOT
determined to be unable to care for herself and she was At 2:47 a.m. Public Safety observed two possibly intoxicated
transported to the hospital.
« students. Upon investigation, two students were determined
to be unable to care for themselves and they were transported
to detox.

April 28, 2012

Location: MAHER HALL

At 9:15 p.m. resident assistants cited one student and one
non-student for liquor law violations.

April 26, 2012
Location: MAHER HALL

At 9:40 p.m. resident assistants cited two students for liquor
law violations.

ApriI 28, 2012

Location: LAGUNA HALL

April 30, 2012
Location: MAHER HALL

At 1:29 a.m. Public Safety responded to a noise complaint.
Upon investigation, four students were cited for liquor law
violations.

1.,00- ^

At 1:10 a.m. resident assistants cited one student for a liquor
law violation.

April 27, 2012

Location: MAHER HALL
At 9:15 resident assistants cited 14 students for liquor law
violations.

April 30, 2012

April 28, 2012

Location: UNIVERSITY CENTER

Location: MANCHESTER VILLAGE
At 11:04 a.m. Public Safety responded to a fire alarm. Upon
investigation, the fire alarm activated due to burnt food. There
was no sign of fire in the area and no damage occurred.

At 7:40 a.m. Public Safety responded to a fire alarm. Upon
investigation, the fire alarm activated due to burnt food.There
was no sign of fire in the area and no damage occurred.

April 28, 2012

April 27, 2012

Location: ALCALA WEST PARKING LOT

Location: SAN JUAN

At 10:07 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one student was
determined to be unable to care for herself and she was
transported to the hospital.

At 12:22 p.m. Public Safety observed a broken vehicle
window. Upon investigation, an unknown suspect shattered
the passenger side front window of a student's vehicle. It is
unknown at this time if any property was taken.

Anyone having information regarding these
incidents please contact Public Safety at
619-260-7777.
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FEATURE
(Anna)stly:
Mollification
versus
Education

n

EDITOR
Anna von Bertrab

ottre
QPiwn a£>
The 98th annual White House Correspondents' Association dinner was held on April 28, 2012. The WHCA rep
resents the White House press corps in correlation to the White House administration on politically related issues.
The dinner is held every year in order to raise funds for the WHCA scholorship and honor the recipients of the
WHCA'S Journalism Awards. Contrary to populate belief, the dinner consited of high profile celebrities, many of
which have only had political experience through acting roles. With Jimmy Kimmel as the Master of Ceremony, he
set the mood for a paradoxical red carpet event which many refer to as the second Oscars of the year. Kimmel
brought about comic relief during the night in attempts to ease the tension between the two opposing parties,
Republicans and Democrats. Here are a few of the highlights from the night.

By Anna von Bertrab

&
"There are more malls in
America than high schools," Fr.
Owen Mullen said in his homily on
Sunday.
When I heard this, I wanted to
investigate the dubious fact further.
He was right. According to
CNN, "America now has more
shopping centers than high schools,
47,000 of them. The facilities attract
more than 200 million shoppers
each month, employ more than 17
million workers, generate nearly $2
trillion in annual sales (about three
fourths of the nation's retail activity
not counting cars and gasoline)
plus another $84 billion in sales tax
revenue."
That is a shocking amount of
money to accumulate from "just"
shopping. The word "shop" evolved
when capitalism was emerging
and the American Revolution was
commencing. Is this a coincidence?
No. Adam Smith's "Wealth of
Nations" was published in 1776,
the same year as the American
Revolution.
Now, correlating the latter
facts mentioned above, in 2004
James J. Farrell wrote "One Nation
Under Goods" critiquing the mass
consumption culture in the U .S.
In the book, Farrell points out
the great irony of the American mall:
it was created not by an American
but by an Austrian socialist, Victor
Greun. He immigrated from Austria
to New York in 1938 fleeing Nazi
occupation.
The socialist Viennese Jew with
his highly idealistic vision of how
business could transform society
fueled the invention of the mall in
the U.S.
Greun's fairy-tale dream came
true in the 1950s when debatably
the first mall was built in Southdale,
a suburb of Minneapolis, Minn.
(Reminds me of the "Mighty Ducks"
from Minneapolis, Minn. Fun fact,
parts of the movies were actually
filmed in The Mall of America,
giving way for the emergence of
the Hollywood of the Midwest and
the rapidly growing "mallification"
culture.)
The first mall, coincidentally,
was built at the same time another
dreamer, Walt Disney, built his
fantasy theme park, Disneyland.
The emergence of the two at the
same time signifies society's need
and want for an escape from reality
in these vacation-setting, pristine,
architectural wonders.
A mall is like a mini theme park
with the perfectly manicured trees
unnaturally reflected outside a shiny
store window. The mall, similar to
theme parks (think Disneyland's
Main Street U.S.A.), has become
the antidote for a bad day.
"Oh I'll just go over to the
mall." Haley Earl-Lynn, my fellow
Arts&Culture editor, said summing
up the quintessential American
remedy. Are we programmed from
a young age to think like this? Is
consuming so ingrained into our
culture that we just spend to spend?
"Being born to shop" is a notion
which even the U.S. government
advocates. Capitalism demands that
we must buy. In rough economic
times, like those that we are
experiencing today, the government
promotes spending to reignite the
economy.
Today's squalor of affluence
and consumption undermines core
values such as education.
(Anna)stly, many refer to me
as a shopaholic. I am not excluding
myself from this paradigm by no
means. Paradoxically, it upsets me
still to witness the mallification of
the U.S. The lack of funding that
goes into education is evident in the
fact that there are more malls than
high schools.
What is to be done about this?
Decrease conspicuous consumption
and increase academic investment is
an option.

Courtesy of Flickr

Romney was not only the receiving end of
Obama's one liners, but also a few incriminating video
clips. The clips and pictures included the former Mas
sachusetts govenor telling an interviewer that he strapped
his Irish setter in a dog carrier to the roof of the family's
station wagon, before showing a fake photo of Romney
on Air Force One with a dog strapped to the plane roof.
He was all laughs to prove that Obama would not be the
only president with a charming sense of humor.

Photo courtesy of Flickr

Obama poked fun at the Republican nominee, Mitt
Romeny, through various jabs. The highlights occured
when Obama began drawing comparisons between the
two. He said, "We both think of our wives as our bet
ter halves, and the American people agree to an insulting
extent." The President continued to throw his final punch
by saying,"We both have degrees from Harvard. I have
one, he has two. What a snob." Later, Obama was teased
as well, but he gracisouly laughed at himself, demonstrat
ing his light sense of humor as president.

K
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Christie, the overweight governor of New Jersey,
recieved not only a free meal at the Hilton but also some
dense remarks. At one point, Kimmel was talking about
First Lady Michelle's anti-obesity initiative when he
joked, "Look, it's Chris Christie. Get him." The fat jokes
contintued when Kimmel said, "You might be misunder
standing the New Jersey state slogan. It's not the Olive
Garden State." Christie didn't let the jokes weigh him
down by saying, "when you have [Sofia Vergara] next to
you to console you, let me tell you, you don't care what
the heck Jimmy Kimmel is saying about you."

First Lady, considered the first in fashion, did
not dissapoint those tuning in for style coverage. The
mother of two continued to be the unbreakable linkage
between politics and fashion. Mrs. Obama stunned in
a strapless paisley organza ballgown by Naemm Khan.
Sitting next to the night's host Jimmy Kimmel, she was
not scared to let out unguarded laughter to jabs made
about her husband and other important guests in the
room.
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Kardashian attended with her mother and was
chatting about her new rumored rapper boyfriend,
Kanye West. At the dinner she also joked about
running for mayor of Glendale, Calif. However, the
laughs were on everyone else in the room, since
she recently signed a $40 million deal to renew her
familys' reality television show on E!.
Courtesy of Flickr

Lohan after struggling to make her second flight

to attemd the dinner in D.C., finally arrived at the Hilton. Her
reason for attending the event was to generously donate
money to the WHCA Scholorship Program. Lohan was
seen leaving the table many times for smoke breaks, how
ever, she continued her generosity outside of the event
when she gave a $100 bill to an older woman working in
the Hilton. Lohan said, "You are too old to be doing this."

Clooney, sans his beautiful girlfriend Stacey Kebler,

was questioned on his recent role as director of the
political film "The Ides of March." Clooney said, "I just
like doing films. I don't really think of it like looking for
political films. I just do films that I'm interested in, and I
was interested in the same subject mater and thought I'd
do it." Although Clooney won't be running for president
any time soon, he is still very involved in politics. His
most recent run-in with the government was when he was
arrested for his protest at the Sundanese Embassy in D.C.

Photo courtesy of Flickr

Kimmel, the host of the 2012 White House Corre
spondents' Dinner, took shots at both the political and
media attendees. Guests awkwardly laughed at Kimmel's "inappropriate" jokes. Kimmel touched upon a
plethera of subjects from marijuana to the President's
large ears. The comedian and late-night talk show host
ended his speech with a high-five to the President and
a shoutout to his elementary and high school teachers
who said he would go nowhere fooling around in class
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Wal-Mart Mexico bribery scandal kept under wraps
The N.Y. Times performs a thorough investigation unraveling the misconduct
By Kasha Patel
Back in September 2005, WalMart de Mexico was heavily involved
in an operation which consisted of
bribery to win market dominance
throughout the country. With interests
in rapidly building stores, the
company sought out and paid bribes
to acquire permits in all possible cities
throughout Mexico. As word spread
an investigation began, but this was
not made public until recently.
Red flags went up when top level
Wal-Mart lawyers were notified of the
possible crimes committed by those
in charge of Wal-Mart de Mexico,
and an investigation followed almost
immediately.
"Wal-Mart
dispatched
investigators to Mexico City, and
within days they unearthed evidence
of widespread bribery. They found a
paper trail of hundreds of suspected
payments totaling more than $24
million. They also found documents
showing that Wal-Mart de Mexico's
top executives not only knew
about the payments, but had taken
steps to conceal them from WalMart's headquarters in Bentonville,
Arkansas," David Barstow, reporter
at the New York Times, said.
With accruing evidence, the
lead investigator sought to expand
the investigation but found a wall
of resistance. Wal-Mart leaders
immediately cut off any further
examination of the charges, fearful of
the effect it would have on their profits

Photo courtesy of Latin American HeraldTribune

and reputation.
Since Wal-Mart de Mexico
has been the company's biggest
accomplishment and success story
ever since it first entered the country,
high level officials within the company
were more concerned about covering
up the allegations than notifying the
public and punishing those who broke
the law.
"Neither American nor Mexican
law enforcementofficials were notified.
None of Wal-Mart de Mexico's leaders
were disciplined. Confronted with

SETH O'BYRNE
Real estate specialist to the USD Community since 2005!
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evidence of corruption in Mexico, top
Wal-Mart executives focused more on
damage control than on rooting out
wrongdoing," Barstow said.
The immediate shutdown of the
investigation prompted increased
suspicion, and The New York Times
sent reporters and investigators into
Mexico to do some exploration of
their own. They conducted widespread
interviews with many of the people
involved in the investigation and also
studied thousands of government
documents related to the permits that
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Wal-Mart had used bribes to obtain.
"The Times' examination found
credible evidence that bribery played a
persistent and significant role in WalMart's rapid growth in Mexico, where
Wal-Mart now employs 209,000
people, making it the country's largest
private employer," Barstow said.
Only after learning of the Times'
investigation in Mexico this past
December did Wal-Mart take action.
The company began an internal
investigation concerning the bribes
and said that they had heard of
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possible problems with the way WalMart de Mexico had obtained permits
preceding the 2005 investigation,
but they emphasized that the
complications were only found in a
few random cases.
In the end, the people who
were involved in the investigation
concluded that Wal-Mart's leaders
found a bloodlessly bureaucratic way
to bury their wrongdoings, reported
Barstow. Out of sight, out of mind; this
was exactly what Wal-Mart officials
were planning on doing all along.
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LIFE week makes an impact at USD
By Deirdre Grecco
L.I.F.E week made an impact on
the USD campus by bringing largescale issues like homelessness and
human trafficking to light and helped
people understand how these matters
affect San Diego. It personalized the
issues through events like "Hungry
for Change," where students had the
opportunity to help pack sack lunches
to distribute to the homeless in San
Diego. The film "Indoctrinated" was
shown, which addresses how human
trafficking is not only a problem on an
international scale or national level,
but one that is very much concentrat
ed in San Diego.
"I didn't know human trafficking
was in our own back yard until I at
tended events like these on campus,"
USD junior Christina Yee Christina
Yee said. Yee added that the purpose
of this week was to help people to bet
ter understand the depth and reality of
such issues.
Furthermore, the aim of this
weeklong series of events, according
to the L.I.F.E section on USD's web
site, was to "create awareness of the
right of each individual to human dig
nity." This week not only educated,
but it also encouraged people to re
flect on their character and to do more
about these issues than form opinions.
With such controversial topics being
discussed, such a week has the poten
tial to instill power within people to
be the changemakers that these causes
so desperately need.
Senior Lisa Duffy has been in
volved with L.I.F.E Week since her
freshman year. "I truly believe in the
cause of this week because everyone
deserves dignity and respect," Duffy
said. By attending these events, the
combination of facts and varying per
spectives can be life changing.
Even if you have a strong belief
regarding a particular issue, taking
a moment to just sincerely listen to
what someone of a differing opinion

By Lauren Vujovich

Photo Courtesy of sandiego.edu

Students prepare sack lunches during the homeless awareness day outside of the UC.

has to say can prove to be most en
lightening. By doing this, personal
growth is bound to occur as two out
comes may arise: first, that person's
thoughts could help to shape or even
change your viewpoints, or second, it
could ground you deeper in your be
liefs, giving you an even more genu
ine grasp for why you think that way.
College students are so pressed

for time and engrossed in their com
mitments that it is often hard to get in
volved in causes outside of their ma
jor or groups outside of the ones they
already have joined. However, by
attending events provided by L.I.F.E
week, students can come away with
new knowledge and maybe a fresh
perspective.
Each person is unique in their

own way, and events like L.I.F.E
week serve to help tell unique sto
ries that students at USD might have
otherwise never been able to hear. It
would be worthwhile for people to fo
cus their attention on this week, show
support and respect, and reach out of
their comfort zone to take a moment
to listen and reflect on what influences
their ideas of truth.

Purchase of Instagram keeps people guessing
Facegram? Instabook? Does Face
t's recent acquisition of one of the
st popular photography apps, Instam, for one billion dollars, warrant a
ne change? Probably not, but it has
:n a popular topic of conversation
last few weeks.
Facebook is everyone's go-to sol networking website. People use
0 procrastinate, to "stalk" people
1 to promote their supposedly fabus lives. Facebook users constantly
oad pictures of themselves with
nds or out doing something fun to
w that their lives are exciting and
nesting. Because picture sharing is
h a large component of the Face>k experience, it is understandable
y Facebook would want to spend
: billion dollars to buy the widelyiwn Instagram app. However, is
nding that ammount really necesfl There are plenty of other honble things Facebook could have
nt one billion dollars on. For exDie, Facebook could have put that
ney toward a charity fund they felt

The cost of
college is
definitely
worth it

&
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deserved it or made scholarships for
students trying to get through college.
They would have probably received the
same amount of media coverage had
they put the money toward social good
use as they did for buying Instagram.
"I'm excited to share the news that
we've agreed to acquire Instagram and
that their talented team will be joining
Facebook," Facebook founder Mark
Zuckerberg said on BGR.com. "Now,
we'll be able to work even more close
ly with the Instagram team to also offer
the best experiences for sharing beauti
ful mobile photos with people."
With the addition of Instagram to
Facebook, now even people without
iPhones can change any of their pic
tures into little pieces of art with Instagram's different photo filters. Now
even the most amateur photographer
can turn a simple picture into some
thing worth looking at.
Some people are excited about
Facebook's decision to buy Instagram.
"I think Mark Zuckerberg is a
genius. Maybe now I can edit all my
Facebook pictures and make them
fancy too," USD senior Katy Marshall
said.

On the other hand, others are con
cerned that Facebook is becoming too
powerful for its own good.
"I think that Facebook is taking
over the Internet, and there are some
things that just don't need to be made
public all the time," sophomore Tay
lor Moniz said. "If people want to post
their Instagram photos on Facebook,
they can do it on their own." Moniz's
opinion echoes that of many other so
cial network users who want the apps
to remain separate. Some see Facebook's move as a marketing decision.
"Facebook is just expanding its
network by accumulating apps that are
popular among the Facebook genera
tion," sophomore Lo Murray said. Re
gardless, the decision for Facebook to
buy Instagram is final, and Facebook
is sure to become even bigger once it
fully integrates what Instagram has to
offer.
The real question on everybody's
minds, however, is what exactly this
merger means. With Instagram tied to
the Facebook brand name now, Facebook has bought itself even more
ways to hook people into their social
network. The $1 billion price tag was

overly ambitious, though. With the
price Facebook paid, they are sure
to have something up their sleeve for
what Instagram can add to the user ex
perience on Facebook. Although there
is no concrete answer, there are various
possibilities. Does this mean that Insta
gram will now feature advertisements
on it just so that Facebook can make
more money? Hopefully not. Or maybe
it means that the Instagram app will
be entirely redesigned by Facebook to
look similar to Facebook. Hopefully
not again. No one really knows what
Facebook has in mind, but hopefully it
won't be another "Timeline" fiasco.
Whether people are in favor or
not of the Facebook-Instagram com
bination really doesn't matter, because
what's done is done. For now, people
can continue to take pictures of babies,
beaches and bouquets of flowers and
transform them with the single touch
of a button into masterpieces all thanks
to Instagram. And of course, Facebook
will continue to be the centerpiece of
college procrastination until something
better comes along. Until then, we'll
just have to wait to see what Facegram
or Instabook has to offer next.

The cost of college has always
been expensive, however, recently
college has become more and more
difficult to pay for as the price of tu
ition continues to rise.
Students across the country are
forced to apply for financial aid in or
der to pay for school, and some even
opt to going to a junior college for
two years before transferring over to
a four-year college.
Students have had it drilled into
them since elementary school that
college leads to a good and wellpaying job.
That is why so many students
feel the need to take out loans or
work two to three jobs in order to
pay off the massive amount of debt
that they will acquire after attending
a four-year college all four years off
of student loans.
The questions always seem to be
for these students is if it is worth it
or not.
Absolutely.
While the financial burden that
comes from paying for school seems
daunting and can hang over students'
heads for years, the long-term ben
efits outweigh the negatives.
By earning a college degree, stu
dents are able to apply for jobs that
not only offer a higher salary but can
also supply certain services that they
would have had to pay for on their
own.
Some services that can be cov
ered by companies include health
care, car insurance and sometimes
even gas.
According to Pew Research
website, most adults believe that at
tending college has helped them in
the business world.
"Adults who graduated from a
four-year college believe that, on av
erage, they are earning $20,000 more
a year as a result of having gotten
that degree," Pew Research wrote.
"Adults who did not attend college
believe that, on average, they are
earning $20,000 a year less as a re
sult."
Additionally, the ability to move
up within a business is greater if
workers have a college degree.
Most positions that obtain high
er salaries not only require a college
degree but sometimes a graduate de
gree as well.
By attending college, it opens up
so many more doors and opportuni
ties to not only make more money
but also continue to excel in the cor
porate world.
"Among survey respondents
who graduated from a four-year col
lege, 74 percent say their college
education was very useful in helping
them grow intellectually, 69 percent
say it was very useful in helping
them grow and mature as a person,
and 55 percent say it was very useful
in helping them prepare for a job or
career," Pew Research wrote.
Those who do not attend college
argue that they would rather be mak
ing money now and saving up rather
than spending it on a degree.
They have the mentality that
they can work hard and move up the
ladder the old fashioned way.
While that does work for some,
the likelihood of that happening is
very slim in a world that stresses the
importance of education so highly.
In order to move up in a com
pany, a college degree is an expecta
tion.
Additionally, college helps stu
dents build character.
"While Americans value college,
they value character even more," said
Pew Research.
61 percent of people surveyed
said that good work ethic is extreme
ly important in the office and 57 per
cent say the same thing about know
ing how to get along with others.
These traits are things that col
lege instills within people.
At times, the cost of college can
seem daunting and not worth it, but
in the end, students will be happy
that they got a higher education.
The opportunities that become
available due to having a college
degree will more than make up for
the financial burden that comes with
paying for college.
It is the best investment anyone
could make.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of Sari Diego or its student body.
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Separation of education and state
By Katelyn Montero

An email sent to parents from the
San Diego Unified School District on
April 16 is causing lawmakers and
citizens alike to question whether or
not the issue of strict separation of
church and state should be handed
over to the world of education. The
email advocates for the support of the
bill B 2434, which would give school
districts the ability to retain any mon
ey made from local real estate reve
nues rather than returning that money
to the state.
However, when it comes down
to it, the bill could say just about
anything, and there would still be a
problem. No matter what cause, no
matter how small, big, significant or
insignificant, state-funded schools
should not be using their resources to
advocate for their own specific politi
cal agendas.
In an online poll on the UnionTribune website, 61 percent of those
surveyed said that the use of public
funds was illegal, 25 percent said that
it was necessary due to the current
budget situation, and 12 percent said
that it was both illegal and also neces
sary. Getting 61 percent of people to
agree on any political issue is a mira
cle in itself and further establishes the
fact that the illegality of this situation
is one that people can agree on.
In a world where the ACLU
seems to be lurking around every
corner, it is almost a wonder how
that email was sent in the first place.
Photo Courtesy of sandi.net
While it is illegal for public resources
to advocate for the position on a spe LEFT:The San Diego Unified School District sent out an email promoting measure AB 2434. RIGHT: Herbert Ibarra Elementary School here
cific ballot measure, state law does where state funds were being used to ral is quite another for it to use the public Legal Services of California, Frank
allow local governments to present ly support for push legislation for wom treasury to finance an appeal to the vot Zotter said, "When asking voters to
their case and lobby to legislators. en's rights. Even in this case, there is no ers to lobby their Legislature in support support a measure, it is indistinguish
able to spending public dollars on a
Therefore, were that email directed doubt that the cause the state was lobby of the agency's point of view."
Seeing as these two situations are campaign."
towards lobbyists or lawmakers, this ing for was a good one but the methods
Even USD, a private school with
entire issue would be avoided. Send being used for campaigning were not. so similar in nature, it is likely that the
ing emails to legislators is one thing, The court made a similar assessment issue with the San Diego School Dis religious affiliations, knows better than
but sending them to San Diego resi and determined that such government tricts push for AB 2434 will also have to pressure its students into believing
a certain way. Schools shouldn't ad
spending was illegal. The ruling said, "It its day in court.
dents is a much larger issue.
In an article in the Union-Tribune, vocate for a specific position, or even
A similar problem was addressed is one thing for a public agency to pres
in the 1978 case of Miller v. Miller, ent its point of view to the Legislature. It senior associate of School and College a specific ballot. If the district really

Photo Courtesy of JoelnSouthernCA/ Flickr CC

in San Diego.

believed that measure AB 2434 should
be passed into legislation, then they
should do their job, which is to edu
cate. By presenting the measure im
partially or encouraging residents to
get more involved in the political sys
tem, schools could allow the measure's
merit to speak for itself. The role of a
school at any age is to educate its stu
dents, not to sway them one way or the
other.

Shari Rigby an actress in the film "October Baby" travels across the country promoting her movie.

Too much religion in abortion presentation
By Taylor Milam
In case you missed the count
less fliers and numerous proclama
tions around campus, last week was
"L.I.F.E. Week (Living is for Every
one)" at USD.
The entire week was hosted
by University Ministry. Seeing as
this is a Catholic school, it seemed
reasonable to assume that the event
titled "Voices of Abortion" would
have a definite religious slant, if not
a full-blown lecture on the horrors
of abortion.
Even though USD is a defini
tively religious institution, it works
hard to look at both sides of every
issue. After all, college is ultimately
about gaining knowledge. Seeing

how USD would handle such a polar
izing issue was certainly intriguing.
The presentation began with clips
from an independent film titled "Octo
ber Baby" which is essentially a film
about an abortion survivor, a term that
refers to someone who survived an at
tempted abortion.
The message from the film is one
that has been hammered into church
goers' skulls since the dawn of time:
Abortion. Don't do it. You will be
scarred. The Hollywood Reporter sums
up the film by stating that "this abortion-themed, faith based drama mainly
preaches to the choir."
When the main character learns
of how her mother tried to abort her,
there is a scene in which the woman
who performed it describes the botched
procedure in detail. The guilt and pain
is apparent on her face and the face of

the girl looking for answers, and mov
iegoers can't help but sympathize.
However, not a single person voiced
the obvious reaction to this scene.
It seemed so glaringly obvious that
the underlying problem in the movie
wasn't the abortion itself, but the fact
that it was performed incorrectly and
resulted in an armless, bleeding, pre
mature fetus (the main character's
twin brother).
After the clips, Shari Rigby, an
actress from the movie, who plays
the mother who attempted the abor
tion, took the stage. Her story closely
resembles that of the character she
played in the film - she had an abor
tion almost 20 years ago.
The fact that she was approached
to play this role without the casting
director having any prior knowledge
of her personal journey with abortion

seems to be bigger than a mere coin
cidence.
While her story is certainly an
empowering one, some of the power
was lost when she attributed every
thing to the grace of God. She stated,
"The depravity of human kind can
only be cured through the love of the
Savior."
While that is certainly a nice
thought, her story could have a much
larger impact if there was a sense of
personal responsibility and even pride
for what she had been through, (which
includes an abortion, physical com
plications from the abortion, a suc
cessful career in one of the most com
petitive industries in the nation and
the inability to ever have kids again)
and the fact that she has made it out
on top despite the numerous hurdles.
Caitlyn Benjamin, a sophomore

at USD basically sums up the pre
sentation by saying, "Overall, it was
an empowering message that women
should be strong and not be ashamed
of having an abortion and treating it
like a dirty little secret. But there defi
nitely could have been way less God."
According to the Center for Dis
ease Control and Prevention, one out
of every three women will have an
abortion. As such, USD should work
on creating presentations that speak
to everyone, not just the religiouslyinclined.
However, even if the presenta
tion was perhaps a little heavy on
the religion, the message that women
who have abortions are not alone and
should not carry shame is one that
needs to be spread, and USD should
get major props for helping to spread
it.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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Hate
doesn't
pay

By Haley Earl-Lynn
As a student employee in the
Office of Annual Giving here at USD,
I encounter thousands of alumni
each year. I work with a group of 30
students to raise scholarship support
for the university.
For every one unpleasant alumnus
I speak with on the phone, there are
20 gracious alumni who treat me with
respect as a caller, student and fellow
Torero. I have been a student caller for
four years, and it has been one of the
highlights of my USD career.
I am graduating in a mere 20
some days, so perhaps I am more
sentimental than usual right now, but
it makes me incredibly sad to see one
alumnus making the USD community
of thousands of alumni look so awful.
Chuck LiMandri, a 1977
alumnus, has made quite a stink
about the drag show which occurred
here on campus a few weeks ago.
He has pulled his freshman son out
of school and spoken out on several
news stations regarding his opposing
beliefs.
I have no interest in tackling his
"holier than thou" Catholic stance in
this column. Further press coverage
only adds fuel to his fire. I merely
want to address his decision to email
thousands of USD alumni on Monday
morning.
While Mr. LiMandri was a
member on the alumni board for
several years, he has not represented
USD in over 15 years. It is unknown
how he accessed the thousands of
emails, but his action has caused
serious backlash for the departments
of alumni relations and annual giving.
In the email LiMandri specifically
asks that alumni end their support
to the university until things here
become more aligned with Catholic
law.
"Please let [the administration]
know, as many alums have already
done, that you will no longer support
the university until it promises to
return to its founding principles
as a Catholic institution of higher
learning," LiMandri wrote.
What Mr. LiMandri is failing to
understand is what it means exactly
for USD alumni to stop supporting
the university. Let me break down the
chain of monetary support for you.
The office of annual giving is
fundraising for two things this year:
scholarships for students and funding
for the Center for Community Service
Learning. The cost of USD tuition
covers 80 percent of the cost of a USD
education.
We can all complain and bicker
about how much we spend to go to
school here, but what we pay doesn't
cover it all. The leftover 20 percent
gets paid for through the support of
alumni and big corporations who take
an invested interest in USD.
Most alumni will recognize that
Mr. LiMandri's requests are a bit
ridiculous (For example, he asks that
President Mary Lyons limit the types
of internships students are allowed to
participate in while studying at USD,
regardless of whether the students
receive credit or not.) Still this is no
laughing matter; alumni now have
every right to feel that their privacy has
been breached by USD. LiMandri's
access to the database of emails,
while questionably legal, has irked
many alumni already, and rightfully
so. These alumni may not stop giving
back to USD because of LiMandri's
remarks, but simply because they are
upset at the their lack of privacy.
The lack of monetary support
coming in to scholarship funds like the
Alumni Endowed Scholarship Fund
and the Danny Burkett Scholarship
Fund won't have any affect on the
activity of the PRIDE club. This will
only affect how much money students
are able to receive in scholarships
come Fall of 2013.
Chuck LiMandri's outspoken
disagreement with USD's policies on
diversity and inclusion of students on
campus is inappropriate. His choice
to direct his feelings toward the
thousands of alumni directed in the
email is ineffective. While his issue
stands with the administration, USD
students are the ones who stand to
suffer.

Photo Courtesy of MySpace.com

Skrillex is best known for using his Mac Book as a musical instrument during shows.

Electronic music finds a home in San Diego
By Adrian Coto
Usually when the topic of
electronic dance music events arises,
Southern California residents think
of the Electric Daisy Carnival and
HARD events that have passed
through Los Angeles with a good deal
of frequency. However, in the past
year, San Diego has been learning
how to love electronic music, too.
After going to events like the Identity
and Radius Festivals, it warms my
heart to see a fresh EDM festival roll
through a city that still has much to
appreciate. I Love This City offers
a diverse lineup of international and
local DJs that are sure to keep all the
San Diego kids moving. Here's a good
list of acts to look for while you're
dancing about at the festival on May
27 at Cricket Wireless Amphitheater.
A-Trak
Former turntable champion and
tour DJ for Kanye West, A-Track
is currently collaborating with

Armand Van Helden from Duck
Sauce. A-Trak has been making
himself known since he first started
producing tracks reminiscent of 80's
electro and 70's disco. He'll be sure to
play some bangers during his set, as
well as some of his own masterfully
produced tracks.
Skrillex
Skrillex has become a fairly
controversial figure in the dubstep
community in recent times. His die
hard fans swear by his dropping of
basses, while his critics question
his ability as a DJ. Whatever camp
you fall into, Skrillex will be sure
to put himself above the fray with
his wobbly, dirty and aggressive
sound. When he takes the stage as the
festival's headliner, he'll be drawing
some serious crowds.
AC Slater
A well-established electro house
DJ hailing from New York, AC Slater
has been contributing to the hardcore
and EDM scenes for years. Even
though lately his work has moved

more toward fidget and less toward
house, he still has been able to branch
slightly into the dubstep realm with
his Jack Beats remixes. He'll be sure
to keep beats bumping and people
dancing.
Crystal Method
A classic 90s techno group that
rose up with the likes of the Chemical
Brothers, Prodigy and other big
beat pioneers; the Crystal Method
is definitely worth checking out.
They've sold out countless shows and
played at the Coachella music festival
in 2009. They're coming to San Diego
now to show you where most of your
favorite DJs got started.
12th Planet
This LA based dubstep and drum
'n bA classic 90s techno group that
rose up with the likes of the Chemical
Brothers, Prodigy and other big
beat pioneers, the Crystal Method
is definitely worth checking out.
They've sold out countless shows and
played at the Coachella music festival
in 2009. They're coming to San Diego

now to show you where most of your
favorite DJs got started.
J Devil
One of the more unexpected acts
in the lineup, Korn's Jonathan Davis
is breaking into the electronic music
scene with his blend of house, dirty
dubstep and industrial tones. If you
like your EDM on the heavier, dirtier,
darker side (or if you used to be a Korn
fan), check out J Devil. He'll satisfy
any 90s nostalgia you may have as
well as any thirst for new sounds.
Brodinski
The French DJ that just refuses to
go stale, Brodinski has been making
waves in the United States with
his earlier tracks of "Oblivion," his
contributions to the duo Gucci Vamp
and his latest collaboration with
Gesaffelstein. Brodinski has really
set himself aside from most DJs in
the EDM scene today with his fresh,
innovative and always danceable
styles. Make sure to see him, as I can
assure you, no one will spin better
than Brodinski.

Photos Courtesy of Facebook.com

LEFT: Crystal Method DJs may be old, but they still put on an energetic show. RIGHT: A-Trak is one of the biggest names in electronic music right now.

Critics are skeptical of Miike Snow's sophomore album
By Nadia Gar as
Miike Snow, an indie-pop band
from Sweden, released their second
album, "Happy To You," in March
of this year. The album has received
mixed reviews, which many fans
believe can be attributed to the
overwhelmingly success of their first
album, "Miike Snow." Hopes were
high, and some were left disappointed.
The band consists of three
members, Christian Karlsson, Pontus
Winnberg and Andrew Wyatt.
Karlsson and Winnberg were friends
growing up and were passionate about
making music. As the pair grew older,
they started working on different
albums for
big name artists like
Britney Spears and Madonna. Then,
in 2004, they met songwriter Andrew
Wyatt.
Miike Snow officially came
together in 2007, and their first album
was released. in 2009. It received
outstanding reviews, with hit singles
like "Animal," "Black and Blue" and
"Silvia."
In 2011, they won a European
Border Breakers Award for their
international success. In an interview,

Wyatt explained their surprise at such
immediate acclaim.
"I don't think our project was that
thought out when we started," Wyatt
said. "We just wanted to make music
together. I don't think we anticipated
the level of attention that it's getting
right now. We didn't even think about
touring when we started the album."
Having recently released "Happy
To You," Miike Snow continues to
receive lots of attention, but this time
it's not all positive. Although the
band is known for its mastery of an
electronic-pop style, in this newer
album the gap between the production
quality versus vocal and lyrical
strength is noticeably wider than on
their first album.
Songs like "Animal" and "Silvia"
from their first album are filled with
strong vocals and have an overall great
production quality. They are songs
catchy enough to reel listeners in, but
complex enough to avoid dismissing
them as anything too predictable or
pop-like.
However, on "Happy To You,"
songs like "The Joker's Lair,"
listeners are immediately hit with
lots of synthesized sound and a more
techno-sounding quality, but Wyatt's

cool, indie voice is no match for the
production set up in the introduction,
(does this make sense to you guys? I
can clean it up/cut it if not.)
Similarly, "Vase" is synthdriven and incorporates a lot of
drum machine, without ever catching
listener's attention with any sort of
ear explosion or build up. It is another
song that loses itself in the polished,
almost overdone production quality.
Luckily, songs like "The Wave,"
"God Help This Divorce" and "The
Devil's Work" come to the rescue,
as Wyatt's vocals are a strong match
for the emotional, evocative lyrics
and electro-infused balladry. These
songs remind listeners why they love
Miike Snow in the first place, as they
resemble more of the first album and
contain a unique musical quality and
style that everybody loves.
In "Black Tin Box," Miike Snow
features the fellow Swedish performer
Lykke Li. It's a song that stands out
for its sultry, mysterious melodies
that teeter on the line of creepy, but
are still enthralling. The rhythm keeps
it going to the end, and of course, the
strong production quality is ultimately
what sustains the song for a full 5 and
a half minutes.

"Happy To You" ends with a
bang, as "Paddling Out" could easily
be deemed the best song on their
album. It's a nineties inspired disco
elation that completely captures the
essence of Miike Snow. Fabulous
lyrics, appealing vocals, excellent
production quality with a mastery
of the balance between all three
of these is what Miike Snow is all
about. "Paddling Out" is more than
supportable all the way through, with
a captivating beginning, great ending
and spot-on lyrics like "There is
someone here who laughs too hard at
everything."
Too bad this can't be said for their
whole album. If anything, "Happy To
You" is inconsistent. Their good songs
are good —identified by well-crafted
production combined with strong
vocals and intelligent lyrics, but the
bad songs are easy to spot because
they are so clearly lacking what the
great songs nail.
Despite all of this, Miike Snow
fans will continue to bask in the band's
overall originality and thoughtfulness.
The trio is beyond talented and it's
easy to believe that their command of
music will return in full force in the
future.
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Eric Hutchinson wins hearts with tunes about being the nice guy
By Maggie Hartley
After being compared to Hall and Oates, "and not
in ways that sound dated or predictable," an artist could
probably die happy. Luckily for fans of Eric Hutchinson,
he isn't headed to the cemetery quite yet. A new album has
fans dancing and singing all over again.
"Sunshine pop" or "intelligent pop" are common
labels for Eric Hutchinson's music. He mixes feel-good
rock and roll with smart, thought provoking lyrics to create
a unique sound for a wide variety of audiences to enjoy.
His fourth album "Moving Up Living Down" is a product
of the same creative style. Released April 17 under Warner
Brother's Records, this album is sure to please fans and
critics with the same happy melody.
Eric Hutchinson was bom in Washington DC and
grew up in Takoma Park, Maryland. He stayed on the East
Coast for college, attending Emerson College in Boston.
After school he lived in Boston for a while until he moved
to Los Angeles, California. He released his first album,
"That Could've Gone Better" under his own label, Let's
Break, in summer of 2003. He was signed to Madonna's
Maverick Records label shortly after. Unfortunately this
label did not exist for long and was shut down before his
next album could be released.
Hutchinson went back to his own label and recorded
and released "Before I Sold Out" in 2006. Hutchinson's
music attracted the attention of Warner Brothers Records
who quickly signed him. He created his third album
"Sounds Like This" with the help of Warner Brothers. The
album was released May 2007 and all songs on the album
were written by Hutchinson himself. After receiving praise
from the popular online gossip blogger, Perez Hilton, the
album suddenly shot to number five on Itunes top ten most
downloaded albums.
Five years later, the 12 track album "Moving Up
Living Down," Hutchinson's newest piece of work, is still
receiving the same praise from fans.
"This seriously sounds like an amazing album,
super positive and upbeat! 'Moving Up Living Down'
is PERFECT for summer road trips and chillin' on the
beach," Perez Hilton wrote (is it okay to say wrote since
he never actually spoke that?).
"Watching you Watch Him" is the lead single off
the album. The song has an upbeat, catchy melody even
though the lyrics are rather sad and pessimistic. The song
tells the story about a man in love with a woman. Sadly,
the woman does not love the man back. This complicated
love triangle is no new topic for Hutchinson. In his music,
Hutchinson oftens portrays himself as the weak guy who
doesn't seem to make any of the right moves when it
comes to wooing a woman. Seen as the nice guy, it hard
not to love Hutchinson.
While some of Hutchinson's songs may seem sad, he
keeps a peachy keen outlook and always takes the high
road. College students can relate to Hutchinson's lyrics
as he sings about his confusing life journey. His struggles
with love are no different than anyone elses.
After the success of "Sounds Like This," Hutchinson
took a closer look at the message of his music.
"For the next one [album], what kind of songs do I
want people singing with me?" Hutchinson said. "What
kind of songs do I want people dancing to?"
Hutchinson delivered on "Moving Up Living Down."
The songs will send listeners to the dance floor. Hutchinson
will be stopping in Southern California (?) and playing at
The Coach House in San Juan Capistrano on May 18.

Photos Courtesy of Facebook.com

-TOP: Hutchinson has been through San Diego several times in the past. LEFT:His newest album "Moving Up Living Down.' RIGHT: Hutchinson is the nice guy.
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TOP:The view from the top of the infamous Ferris wheel gives a view of the massive Stagecoach crowd. BOTTOM LEFT: Brad Paisley swoons as he strums his guitar. Paisley was the final act of the weekend. BOTTOM RIGHT.
Fans in cowboy hats could be seen all throughout the audience, getting in the spirit of the event as some of the most famous country artists performed on three different stages all across the site.

The foreign frontier: A trip to Stagecoach 2012
By Chris Hanneke
There's a moment in every man's
life when he accidentally walks into the
women's restroom. It's disorienting, to
be sure. The perverse side is intrigued
by the foreign frontier never seen
before, but the practical side just wants
to get the heck out and regain a sense
of normalcy. It's a bunch of women in
their most natural environment, acting
in ways that feel entirely rational to
them, but outright disturb any men that
accidentally wander in.
That's
essentially
what
the
Stagecoach music festival is for anybody
that isn't familiar with the increasinglypopular country music scene. The
festival - held annually in the Coachella
Valley - took place over the weekend in
front of more than 55,000 people, almost
all of which could be seen donning their
most country attire as they drank and
danced to the sounds of some of country
music's biggest names.
The sheer logistics that go into
pulling off an event of this magnitude
are ^certainly worthy of praise, but there
are a few major elements that go into
making the festival what is, and have
helped it grow into the success it is
today.

The Music
- There's two ways Stagecoach-goers
reply when you inform them you are
not a country music fan. 1.) "Why are
you coming to Stagecoach then?" And
2.) "It's not about the music." The first
retort is logical, and if you aren't a
country music fan, you can only shrug
your shoulders in response. But to those
that suggest the festival isn't about
music, while there is some truth to the.
sentiment, the fact is that the music
permeates every other facet of the
weekend. It blares on stereos from the
hundreds of RVs all around the venue.
It can be heard from all corners of the
entire campsite. It certainly isn't the
only thing the festival has going for it,
but it is still the most prevalent.
- Regarding the RVs: the campsite is
really where the trouble happens. This
will be explained later, but suffice it
to say that the campers clearly plan
out their iTunes playlists months in
advance of the festival. Every song gets
the precise reaction from the countless
passersby. You know, because they
actually know the words to the songs.

and daddy do," to which everyone in
the crowd woke up from their drunken
stupor and nodded in agreement, and
then went back to getting hammered
again before Jason Aldean.

censored to "forget."

- At another point, the on-stage banter
between Alabama! shifted to what
trucks people in the audience drove, as
they cheered wildly when their model
was named. "Fords?" "Yeahhhhh!!"
Seriously, that happened.

- Unfortunately for Lambert, most
people took her performance as the
official "leave now to beat the rush"
cue. The place cleared out fast.

- Jason Aldean followed Alabama.
Confession: I liked one of his songs.
Something about being in the back of a
jacked-up tailgate.
- Aldean is one of those guys that girls
all across college campuses - at least
this campus - go absolutely nuts for.
You can see the appeal both in his lyrics
and the way he carries himself. Oh, and
adding alcohol - lots and lots of alcohol
- into the fray, only helped his cause.
- Aldean also made the first "Hey,
you're not drunk enough!" joke of the
weekend. That same joke was made
by roughly 93 percent of the rest of the
Stagecoach musicians. They obviously
weren't walking around the crowd.
- Kelly Clarkson appeared on a video
screen singing her parts of "Don't You
Wanna Stay," Aldean's song on which
she is featured. This would have been
neat if Coachella hadn't set the standard
of using full-on holograms of dead
people.
- As a sidebar:. Can we talk about
encores? This doesn't go for just country
musicians, it goes for all musicians.
In the old days, before I ever went to
concerts (I've heard stories, OK?) it was
very rare for a musician to come out for
an encore. Now, they are just built into a
set. The musician says goodbye but the
crowd doesn't even cheer them off that
loudly because they know that musician
will just come right back. One of these
days, a musician just won't come back
out, and the crowd will have the nerve
to get upset. I continue to be confused
by encores.
- Blake Shelton and Miranda Lambert
were the big headliners on Day Two.
Did you know they're married? Because
they only mentioned it themselves about
65 times.

- Shelton just comes across as a kind
of a cocky jerk, which is probably why
- One more note, before getting into. 20,000 women screamed every time he
the performances themselves: Garth opened his mouth.
Brooks' "Friends in Low Places," in a
Stagecoach setting, is the biggest can't- - Also, did you know Blake Shelton is a
miss song anyone could include on their judge on NBC's "The Voice?" Because
playlist. It's like the "M-V-P" chants he only mentioned that about 25 times.
for Kobe Bryant in Staples Center. You
may be doing something else, you may - No joke, at one point, Shelton delved
not be entirely into it, but when that into a six-minute story about his first
time comes, you better sing along with meeting with his fellow co-hosts on
"The Voice," Adam Levine, Christina
everyone else.
Aguilera and Cee Lo Green. It read like
- Alabama performed on opening night. the longest humblebrag ever. All of it
The lead singer quipped "Some of you was a way of setting up his cover of Cee
may not recognize us, but your mommy Lo's "F—k You," which Shelton self-

- Of course, all of this disdain for
Shelton likely stems from the fact that
Lambert is a beautiful woman.

- Sunday I ventured to the smaller
stages, which are fantastic because they
are under a shaded tent, so the sunburn
gets some much-needed relief;
- In the very first season of "Lost," when
it was still awesome, the third episode
ended with a song by Joe Purdy. It was
a fantastic song for a fantastic episode
that really established the show early
on. Purdy was in the tent on Sunday. He
did not play that song.
- Purdy's music has been featured in
other TV shows as well, and he really
has a pretty cool voice. You wouldn't
classify him as a country singer. But it's
frustrating when a relatively unknown
guy has a few songs that are at least
somewhat well-known but refuses to
play them, as if to send some message
that he is more than the stuff people
may actually be familiar with. His
set was still probably the only one I
actually enjoyed all weekend (again, not
country), but come on, Joe, feed us notquite-big-but-relatively-familiar-witha-couple-your-songs people. At least the
tent was shaded.
- Martina McBride played on the main
stage a bit later, and launched into my
favorite on-stage story of the entire
weekend. She milked the crowd and
announced that she is a mother of two
teenage daughters, then encouraged
anyone in the crowd to cheer if they
too had teenage daughters. It was all a
long, drawn-out way of introducing her
song titled, you're not gonna believe
this, "Teenage Daughters." Say what
you will about country music, but the
straightforward titles are always helpful.
- You recognize a lot more Sheryl Crow
songs than you think you would. Her
entire set was one "hey, I know this
one!" after the other.
- Brad Paisley closed the event. Carrie
Underwood made a cameo. This likely
meant more to the real country music
fans that weren't ready to drive home
and sleep of the booze for the next three
days.

The People
- The flaw in this festival - and all of
country music, really - is that you have
almost entirely upper middle class white
people that like to pretend they are
slumming it like the characters in the
country songs, and that's mostly what
you see in the people at Stagecoach.
People that dropped $250 on a ticket,
another several hundred on lodging,
food and beverage, are now pretending
they too are "rednecks" and "hicks"

in their $100 leather boots and hats.
The musicians push the narrative too,
egging everyone on by asking who the
biggest redneck there is.

made bearable by the fact that there is
an overwhelming amount of unhealthy,
delicious food wherever you want it all
around the venue.

- Still, the amount of alcohol these
people can drink truly is impressive, and
if this is their excuse to pay exorbitant
amounts of money to live like homeless
people and black out for most of the
weekend, to each their own I suppose.

- It was a tough competition, but the
animal fries (garlic fries topped with
cole slaw and pulled pork) narrowly
edged out the spicy chicken sausage
for "Favorite Food Item." Thanks to all
of the participants, sorry to those that
weren't able to attend. Maybe next year.
Actually, if I ever come back, it will be
because of the food.

- It took about 100 yards from my
parked car to encounter the first
dancing, middle-aged white women.
Upon seeing this, my partner-in-crime
for the weekend, a second-year visitor
to the festival, simply responded to it
with "Oh yeah, there's a lot of them
here. And they all do that."
- At one point, one of the musicians
launched into a song about patriotism.
OK, I'm sure that happened more than
once, given the music, but this one
was extra-focused, and everyone in the
crowd responded with a "U-S-A" chant.
I love the "U-S-A" chant as much
as anyone, but when did the whole,
George-Bush-accent, "'murrica" thing
start, and how do we kill it? It's always
the guy that looks like he plays lacrosse
that yells it the loudest, too.
- People leaving early during Lambert's
set shouldn't be blamed. Saturday is a
long day. Everyone knows they have
Sunday to wind down, at least a little
bit, so they hold nothing back. Mix
that in with 100-degree weather and
you sort of understand why people
are stumbling, or being carried, out by
10:30 p.m.
- Desert heat plus binge drinking equals
passed out people with medics all
around them. Happens quite a bit.
- The award for "Best Hookup of the
Weekend" goes to the couple having
sex - actual, like getting-it-in sex - in
front of the row of porta-potties and
right behind the security guard. That's
great hustle.
- Shelton also gave a speech on how
"classy" the audience was. The girls
in the crowd all wanted to believe this,
even as they were hooking up in portapotties. Tell a girl she is classy, and
she's guaranteed to do unclassy things
to you. It's science.

The Food
- Undoubtedly the best part of
Stagecoach is the fact that there is
literally a type of food for everyone.
- There's a barbeque competition where
a bunch of people from out of town
make their best possible barbeque
dishes and sell samples for like $2 so
that you can try a bunch and choose
which one if your favorite. There's not
even a joke for this, it's as heavenly as
it sounds.
- Seriously though, spending three
days listening to music you hate is

The Venue
- You can stay at one of the fine Palm
Springs hotels all across the area, which
is ideal for those that can't handle the
constant country hustle-and-bustle of
the campsite.
- Since I was one of these people, I got
to take the 20-minute walk from the
parking lot each day. Can't complain
here though. First, the parking is free.
Second, alcohol is allowed on the walk
to the venue, so you can knock down
two or three beers during the walk while
they are still cold.
- The biggest downside to being at the
venue is that there are no TVs, which is
fine if you 're a huge country fan and love
the music and the people, but not quite
as ideal if you're not one of those people
and, say, it's the opening weekend of the
NBA Playoffs and Kevin Durant has the
ball down by one with eight seconds left
to play.
- There's a lot of free stuff everywhere
as well. Nothing too special, but
little things like sunglasses and hand
sanitizer, which come in handier than
you would think.
- Speaking of sanitizer, or rather, the
exact opposite, it's always alarming the
first time that you set foot in a portapotty after a long time away. The crew
deserves credit for emptying them out
on a semi-regular basis. But you walk
into one of those in the height of the
afternoon when they are most stuffy,
and you end up using an entire bottle of
hand sanitizer by the time you walk out.
- The giant Ferris wheel has become
the symbol of both Coachella and
Stagecoach, and it truly is terrifying.
There's a moment when you get to
the top, though, see the giant hoard of
people, and sort of just soak it all in.
The fact is, there's a bunch that
goes into the weekend. It really isn't
just about the music, and it is mostly
what you make of it. Despite my closeminded attitude, I can't complain about
the time I had. The people were crazy,
the weather was crazy hot and the music
was crazy loud.
I felt like I was in a women's
restroom the entire time, and while the
practical side of me was relieved to
get back to reality, the perverse side of
me was sad to pull away from such a
foreign frontier.
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Seth O'Byrne, USD Alum &? Realtor is selling another home for
a USD Grad! 1154 Emerald Street in Pacific Beach. 3 bedroom
home with panoramic ocean views, just 3 blocks to the ocean.
$669,000. This home rents to USD students typically for $3,000/
month. This is a great way for your family to own a home at the
beach and cash flow! Call Seth today for details 858.869.3940.
Go to sduniversityhomes.com for 1000s of homes for sale! Troop
Real Estate License # 01463479

- design layouts for the Arts & Culture
section!

for more info, contact:
Taylor Cabalse
(tcabalse@usdvista.com)

SETH O'BYRNE
Real estate specialist to the USD Community since 2005!

^Troop
SD UNIVERSITY HOMES
Seth O 'Byrne: USD Alum and Local Realtor

USD Alum and Realtor Seth O'Byrne has a great beach house for
sale just south of Mount Soledad. Custom Built Cape Cod, 3,000
square feet. $899,000 - $999,000. Also, be on the look out for 2
new Mission Beach condos for sale UNDER $400K! Call today for
homes for sale 858.869.3940, sduniversityhomes.com, Troop
Real Estate License #01463479

USD Buyer! 3779 Ocean Front
USD Buyer! 750 Island Court
USD Buyer! 1977 Oliver
USD Buyer! 4786 Ingraham
USD Buyer! 829 San Fernando
USD Buyer! 15105 Cross Stone
USD Seller! 7167 Cam. Degrazia
USD Seller! 2250 CDL Reina
USD Buyer! 2542 Hartford
USD Seller! 685 Rainbow
USD Buyer! 13614 Utopia

USD Seller! 722 Santa Clara
USD Buyer! 2965 Mission
USD Buyer! 3843 Riviera
USD Buyer! 1538 Ingraham
USD Seller! 4056 Raffee
USD Buyer! 3414 Tennyson
USD Seller! 510 CDL Reina
USD Buyer! 6370 Rancho M.
USD Buyer! 3246 Ashford
USD Buyer! 4410 Beverly
USD Buyer! 550 Park

USD Buyer! 2708 Mission
USD Buyer! 1154 Emerald
USD Buyer! 2362 Bahia
USD Buyer! 4771 Lamont
USD Buyer! 2960 Union
USD Buyer! 875 G St. i
USD Seller! 4444 WP Loma
USD Buyer! 4502 Milton
USD Buyer! 4492 Arizona
USD Buyer! 17833 Joyas
USD Buyer! 2330 First
California License # 01463479

Call today to find a home! 858.869.3940 • www.SD University Homes.com
/
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Starting
the
discussion

By Chris Hanneke
crap

Part IV: Getting people to give a

It seems as though my five-part
farewell column is playing out like
much of my time at The Vista. I felt am
bitious and really thought it would be a
cakewalk to come up with five columns
because I had so much to say. But now
that I'm on No. 4,1 sort of just want it
to end.
That's where I am with The Vis
ta. I was so excited to join sophomore
year as a writer. Then, as less and less
people contributed regularly, I was sort
of shoulder tapped to assume editorial
positions from there. For some reason,
I agreed to run the whole thing this year.
Don't get me wrong, being in
charge has tons of perks. I get to go to
cool lunches with important people and
have them explain, far more eloquently
than I ever could, the role they see The
Vista having on campus.
I also get to use my title to get a
bunch of free stuff and meet cool people.
The Vista was my excuse to stalk Bill
Simmons during his book signing. The
Vista was my excuse to interview Dan
iel Tosh face-to-face. The Vista was my
free ticket to a country music festival I
otherwise would have never attended in
a million years.
Of course, there is more to the job
than that. I may be naive but I truly do
believe in the importance a newspaper
has in cultivating a thriving campus
community. Sure, writing about the time
you met Daniel Tosh is a pretty cool
thing to brag about to your friends, but
there's more to it than that.
The Vista is here to tell the stories
that people on the campus should hear.
It's not always as glamorous as the Dalai
Lama visiting or as groundbreaking as
a point-shaving scandal. But every story
matters. Every story gives you, both the
reader and student/faculty/member of
the USD community a better grasp of
just what the heck goes on around here.
I wouldn't know about half of the
lectures that go on all across campus if
it weren't for the fact that I have to read
about them in The Vista. Honestly, some
of them bore me, and I'm sure they bore
you too. But it is just like the news en
vironment anywhere, each story has its
audience, be it one or 1,000,000 readers.
That makes each one worthy of being
told.
That's really why I got into doing
this. It doesn't bother me when people
say "no one reads The Vista" because
I've gotten the e-mails from people talk
ing about articles they have read. I al
ways tell people that if even one person
is reading something I wrote and finds it
entertaining and informative, I've done
my job.
That doesn't mean I don't get frus
trated by the lack of readership. It's
not about reading every story, but it's
about giving a crap about what's go
ing on around campus. We write about
the women's basketball team not just
because we need to fill space, but be
cause we want people to know that they
are winning games and you should be
excited. You build this excitement, and
people gain a sense of school pride. And
that school pride bleeds into everything
else.
People are no longer itching to get
off campus for the weekend so they can
go to the beach. They stick around and
want to see things like a lecture from
a famous speaker or a game against a
heated rival.
USD is still a long way off from
getting there, but we're making strides.
If there's one thing I wish I did more, I
wish I did better at building this school
spirit. Journalism isn't dying, it's just
going to other places. But the stories that
need to be told are still there, and there
is still a role for them in building that
school spirit.
Sometimes it takes people truly
giving a crap to find these stories. And
when they find them, it's up to them
to not hide their emotions over how it
makes them feel. Share stuff on Facebook. Tell people about it in a conversa
tion. Our job as journalists isn't to tell
you how to think - it's to encourage you
to think about something and carry out
that discourse with others. We're simply
leading a discussion.
That's the pipedream I had getting
into this whirlwind of a ride with The
Vista. I truly hope these discussions
spread and intensify. That way, even
when I feel I've bitten off more than I
can chew, I'll know it's all been worth it.
And it'll make saying goodbye far
more bittersweet than I am prepared for.

Photo courtesy of USD Athletics

LEFT: Bryan Haar trots around the bases. RIGHT: Senior third baseman Kris Bryant takes his leadoff from first base.

Toreros drop two of three to rival Pilots
Despite losses, Toreros still in 1st in WCC
By Hugo Werstler
After a set of close losses the
Toreros find themselves beaten but
not broken. The baseball team sadly
dropped from their previous No. 16
ranking to No. 19 in the latest Col
legiate top-30 and American top-25
polls, while also losing a No. 20 po
sition to No. 23 in the newest ESPN/
USATODAY top-25 poll.
The team posted a 2-2 record for
the past week, able to take some glory
in their opener, an exhilarating win
over UC Riverside. That Tuesday the
team was able to rally in the 9th inning
of the game, and it was Louie Lechich
with his walk-off bases-loaded walk

that proved to be the final blow, end
ing the game with the Toreros winning
6-5 over the Highlanders. The power
strikes for the Toreros came when Le
chich took the offensive, going 2-for4 with two RBI. Backing him up was
Dillon Haupt and AJ Robinson with
matching 2-for-4, and Michael Wag
ner struck from out on the mound, al
lowing only one run on three hits in
the 1.2 innings that he pitched.
The situation seemed like deja-vu
as the Toreros went against the Uni
versity of Portland just a few days lat
er. Going for another 9th inning rally,
the team fell just short by only one run
as the Pilots snuck by them with the
5-4 victory. USD was able to inflict
heavy damage with AJ Robinson's
3-for-4 with two RBI going high,

while Kris Bryant's 2-for-4 with two
runs scored went low. Trying to keep
the Pilots at bay, Dylan Covey (6-3)
held the mound for San Diego as he
allowed just three runs on eight hits,
and firing off five strikeouts in the 7.0
innings of work.
Coming out of Saturday's game
the Toreros thought they had their op
ponent on their heels. Their 3-1 win
was made possible by Paul Sewald
picking up the win of the pitcher's
mound as he allowed only a single
run on eight hits, while putting away
three batters in strikeouts in the 6.0
innings of playtime. Michael Wagner
followed up with his killing save of
the season placing him as the nation
leader with overall saves at 19, allow
ing not a single run and only one hit

in his 1.0 inning of work. In the end
though it seemed that San Diego had
burned through all of their heavy ar
tillery by Saturday's end. And as they
went into their final game against the
Pilots on Sunday, there wasn't much
left in them. The game ended with a
sweeping 4-1 loss, allowing the Uni
versity of Portland to claim the series.
However the Toreros have made
it clear that the loss was nothing se
rious. Despite the loss, the team still
holds claim to the sole possession
of first place in the WCC. The team
will be restocking and returning to the
field this coming Thursday as they go
against the newcomer in the WCC,
Brigham Young University. BYU will
be taking on the Toreros in their home
town of Provo, Utah at 5 p.m.

Dugout Diary: Portland blues
By Jackson Shannon
For only the second time this
year, and the first since the opening
series at Sam Houston State, we lost a
series. This past weekend the Portland
Pilots won two of three in a highlycompetitive and exciting set of games.
For Portland, their season and
postseason hopes hinged on winning
this series. Meanwhile for the Toreros
winning this series would further dis
tance ourselves from the pack en route
to a WCC championship.
Unfortunately, we were unable
to produce enough runs offensively,
as we are normally accustomed too.
Meanwhile our pitching kept us in
each game, highlighted by the stellar
pitching of Paul Sewald and James

Pazos.
Portland pitcher Kyle Krause's
complete game victory highlighted
Friday's game. Dylan Covey put in a
solid start on Friday to keep us in the
game but Krause prevailed over the
Torero hitters for a game one win.
Saturday, Sewald put in an excel
lent pitching performance and effort
allowing only one run on eight hits
over six innings.
"I knew how important winning
the second game was, my goal was to
do whatever I needed to do to put my
team in line for the victory." Sewald
said. We were able to score three runs
and win the game by the score of 3-1.
One of our team goals this year was
to win every Sunday game, and with
usual Friday starter, Calvin Drummond, on the mound we felt pretty
confident in our chances.

The effort and competitive drive
were very present in Sunday's effort
by the Toreros but we were unable to
string hits together and make all the
necessary plays to win the game.
Throughout the weekend Coach
Hill was irritated with the umpiring
crew and the calls against our team,
which culminated in his being thrown
out of the game in the third inning.
After the game, assistant head coach
Jay Johnson explained to us how win
ning every pitch is so important. That
this years WCC is the best it has ever
been (ranked the fourth-best baseball
conference in the country) and that as
the New York Yankees of the WCC,
everyone is gunning for us.
From here on out we are in a cru
cial playoff series with every team
playing at their best because of our
reputation. Perseverance is part of ev

@timcowlishaw

@dgreen_14

What's Caron Butler's
playoff record while wear
ing suits? He's almost
unstoppable.

Shoutout to coach Pop for win
ning coach of the year award...
definitly shud b coach of centu
ry, glad/proud to say I play for
that guyalmost unstoppable.

ery championship team, I continue to
hark on the talent and camaraderie of
this year's team and I have no doubt
in my mind that we will overcome this
weekend's loss.
I know it's cliche to say what
doesn't kill you makes you stronger,
but losing in baseball is a learning ex
perience and we will make gains from
this weekend.
For the first time in USD baseball
history we will be traveling to Provo,
Utah to take on the Brigham Young
Cougars. No one knows what to ex
pect, but the reports are that they are a
competitive older team.
Currently, BYU is in second
place in the WCC so this coming se
ries is huge and will shine on what is
to come for the remaining two series
and the WCC championship run for
the Toreros.

@meganamram
I got 99 problems and
two other, well-be
haved Dalmatians
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LEFT: Women's tennis celebrates their first everWCC championship. RIGHT:The doubles team gets coaching during a break.

Women's Tennis wins WCC Championship
By Kaitlin Healy
For the first time in history, the
USD women's tennis team captured
the WCC Championship. They pulled
off a 4-2 upset over the 16-time WCC
champions Pepperdine University
Waves to bring the WCC Champion
ship home to San Diego.
This win was especially sweet,
because the Waves beat the Toreros
in the same championship match last
season, resulting in the same score.
This was the first USD win over Pep
perdine since 1990, adding up to a
streak of 32 total matches.
USD entered the WCC tourna
ment as the No. 3 seed, while Pepper-

dine was placed at No. 1. However,
the Toreros ranking didn't affect their
play and will to win in the slightest.
"The team chemistry was amaz
ing," senior Juliette Coupez said. "I
really felt like every single player was
fighting really hard on every court;
we all wanted to win every match so
badly. We went through so much over
the season, we lost many matches 4-3
and often felt like it was not fair and
luck wasn't really on our side"
The Toreros were not in need of
luck in the WCC tournament, even
with multiple members of the team
injured, they managed to remain un
defeated overall.
USD began their mission for the
championship last Thursday where

they took on BYU, a team that USD
had played earlier in the season to
result in a 5-2 victory in their favor.
USD triumphed over BYU once again
with a 4-1 win, taking them to day
two, the semi-finals. This is where the
Toreros took on the Saint Mary's Col
lege Gaels, a team that they had just
lost to a week prior, in regular season
play.
However, this time they came
with a no-quit attitude and were ready
to beat the Saint Mary's Gaels and
ended up winning 4-2.
USD finally reached the long
awaited championship game against
Pepperdine.
This- game held a lot of build up
and resentment, not just from the last

time they matched up, but from the
past 30 years.
"We played Pepperdine a few
weeks ago in regular season, and to
be honest, it was a very nasty match,"
Coupez said. "And our coach has been
losing to them for over 30 years. Los
ing to them again earlier in the sea
son was a hard match to come back
from.".
However, the Toreros stuck to
gether, and reached a 4-2 victory over
the Waves for the West Coast Confer
ence Championship, the first ever in
USD's history.
"I couldn't be happier, honest
ly" Coupez said. "Coming here four
years ago, the program was not that
great, but seeing how much we have

improved since is incredible. 1 am so
proud of our team and I am confident
in our team entering the NCAA tour
nament."
The history-making Toreros will
continue on their journey this season
as they enter the NCAA tournament
for the second season in a row. They
will be playing the Vanderbilt Univer
sity Commadores in their first NCAA
Tournament game on May 11 at the
Marks Tennis Center in Los Angeles,
Calif.
"I feel great about the tourna
ment," Coupez said. "The way we
played this weekend and the way we
all connected with each other gives us
a lot of confidence and I can see us
going far.".

Photo by Anne Brady

LEFT: Freshman third baseman Chloe Kaneko gets ready for a ground ball. RIGHT: Senior catcherTaylor Hensley gets ready to hit against Saint Mary's.

High hopes and a great season fall just short
Toreros lose final two games and miss playoffs
By Mitch Woolpert
After last weeks let down, the
University of San Diego's Softball
team still had a fighting chance at
postseason play going going into this
weekend's four-game showdown with
the Sacramento State Hornets. USD,
Saint Mary's, and LMU all needed
top-notch performances to pull ahead
in the PCSC's Coastal Division. USD

post-season hopes required at least
three wins and one LMU loss and one
Saint Mary's lost to take first place in
the PCSC.
After two games on Saturday,
USD was well on their way, winning
4-3 and 7-5. In game one, the Tore
ros jumped out to an early 2-0 lead
with big RBIs by Tomey and Tieszan.
From that point on, the Toreros held
tight. Sacramento State answered in
the third, but fell short of the Toreros
down the stretch. Jenny Lahitte got
4

the win, throwing a complete game,
giving up only 2 earned runs, and
improving her winning record to 12
and 9. Game two started in a simi
lar fashion, as Tieszan scored Kurtz
with an early line drive single. This
upswing did not last long though, as
the Hornets jumped to a 5-1 lead by
the top of the fifth. Just when the To
reros looked like they might throw in
the towel, Kurtzhit hit a two out, linedrive double that brought in two runs.
Taylor Hensley stepped up to the plate
I

with the bases loaded and hopes for
first place still very much on the line.
She delivered with a massive grand
slam over the right field fence giving
the Toreros a 7-5 lead that would not
be relinquished. This was Hensley's
second grand slam of the season and
solidified her place among some of
USD's best offensive threats.
Day two began with high hopes
and a good chance at success. Im
mediately though, things just did not
look the same. The Toreros simply

could not capitalize as runners got on
base but failed to make it home. These
missed opportunities led to a 4-2 loss
for USD. It seemed that the Toreros
simply could not shake the morning
let down as the Hornets dominated
game two and won convincingly 7-1.
This loss ended the Toreros great sea
son. With a record of 26-19 the Tore
ros finished with their best record un
der coach Melissa McElvain and did
everything they could except advance
to post-season play.
i
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HOT HOT
Kurn signs
with Raiders
By Chris Hanneke
Mario Kurn's dreams of playing in the NFL
didn't go quite as expected. He wasn't drafted in
last weekend's NFL Draft.
Still, his dream became a reality when he
signed a contract as an undrafted free agent with
the Oakland Raiders.
The contract is far from something that will
provide longterm stability for Kurn, but as is the
case with many undrafted free agent contracts,
it puts him in a place to prove himself with his
play.
Kurn joins the likes of former Torero greats
like Eric Bakhtiari and John Matthews as play
ers that found their way onto NFL rosters as un
drafted free agents.
Bakhtiari actually played in three regular
season games for the Tennessee Titans in 2009,
and Matthews is currently on the San Francisco
49ers roster with former Toreros coach John Harbaugh and quarterback Josh Johnson. With these
careers as a template, the possibility for Kurn to
see real time in the NFL is very much alive.
Kurn led the FCS in sacks in 2010. He add
ed 12.5 sacks this season, along with 16.5 tack
les for loss, leading the Toreros to their first PFL
Championship since 2006.
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-CLIPPERS COMEBACK

-GRIZZLIES COACHING

-FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

-AMAR'E STOUDEMIRE

-BUZZER BEATERS

-TORN ACLS

-TORII HUNTER

-BILLY HUNTER

-GREGG POPOVICH

-ALBERT PUJOLS

-JIMMY KIMMEL

-KIM KARDASHIAN

-CHUCK

-SHAQ

-LENA DUNHAM

-JEFF DUNHAM

-LESLIE KNOPE

-BOBBY NEWPORT

-SOCCER ON E S P N

- E S P N COMMENTERS

-KD ' s SCORING TITLE

-KOBE'S SHOOTING %

-DEMARCUS COUSINS

-KIRK COUSINS

-MARIO KURN

-DAVID STERN

Photos courtesy of USD athletics

Mario Kurn still has work to do to earn playing time in the NFL,
but his contract with the Raiders is a major step for USD football.
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THE VISTA IS LOOKING FOR A NEW ADVERTISING
MANAGER. RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE MANAGING
ADVERTISING IN THE NEWSPAPER
>

''i

• tnrrifir"*'"****'*•**"**"*'*'****'"' ",M,f'rr""" "'

IF INTERESTED, PLEASE EMAIL
MANGEiU&DVIST1COM
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